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Lesson One 


G Major Etude 


G major 7th E Minor 7th G Major 9th G Major 
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Three Chords in the Key of G Major 
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Some Strumming Patterns 


All Downbeats and Upbeats 
Dream a| Or aja p SONO op pr es as 


Count: I 828384 8Í1828 3 & 4 а 


All Downbeats; No Upbeats 


Direction: | l l l | | L+ i d 


Count: 1 2 з 4 [1 2 3 4 


All Downbeats; One Upbeat 


Direction: l 1 A l J | | 1 li Y | 


Count: 1 2&3 4 |1 2&3 4 


Direction: 1 l I È y | | | d = { 


Count: 1 2 3&4 li 2 3 & 4 


All Downbeats; Two Upbeats 


Direction: | ^ I | pe d d L 


Count: rea 4 «kea [19 s WEGE 


Direction: d 1 bons do Tu I ped 


Cunt: 1 2 3848/1 2 зала 


All Downbeats except the 3; All Upbeats 
Direction: l AN | A As | A. | 1 n d ĝi la | å 
Count: 1 & 2 & (5 & 4 & | 1 & 2 & (3) & 4 & 
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Strumming G Major Stuff 


Strum a strumming pattern, or a mix of patterns, over the top four strings, viz., the D, G, B, and high-E 
strings. At will, change the top tone of the chord to one of the tones shown on the first string. 


In the key of G, which is the key being used here, the tone G is the root tone, and so it is the most 
consonant tone in the chord. The second most consonant tone in the G chord is D, and the third most 
consonant tone is B. In the chord of G Major, the tones, G, B, and D are the “harmonic tones.” The other 
tones are called *non-harmonic tones" and are typically used as passing tones or otherwise as steps above 
or below a neighboring harmonic-tone. Non-harmonic tones are dissonant, so they want to be resolved to 
one of the neighboring harmonic-tones. Play around with the top tones, creating dissonances and 
resolutions. 


When strumming, here, try not to hit the bottom two strings. But it's not the end of the world if you do; in 
fact, its better to strum with reckless abandon than to strum too carefully. When done well-which won't 
happen for a few years-you will hit all four strings on the down-stroke (shown as upward on this page, but 
its downward on your guitar) and hit only two or three strings on the up-stroke. Don't worry about 
perfection. 
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G Major 
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Easy Chords in the Key of G Major 


C Major 


D Major 


G Major 


D Major 


G Major 


A Minor 
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D Major Etude 


D Major D Major 9th G Major 7th E Minor 7th 5 


D D E D GB D GBE 
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Picking = 123 Continue with the same picking pattern 
RUS p», except when another one is indicated 
D7 G Major 7th C Major 9th F Major 7th 
D D GB G E 
Ill 
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A7 sus AT sus Fine D Major 
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Five Major Scales, on the Ist String, with Solfége Syllables 


XII 


IX 


VII 
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Major Scale 
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Minor Scale 


Sol 
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Chord Progressions 





Writing a Chord Progression 


The I, IV and V, or the i, iv, and V chords are the pillars of the key. So, play with different 
combinations of them. Examples: I IV V L IV V IV I; I V I IV I. 


Progressive Chord Changes Retrogressive Chord Changes 
t 2nd 148 L grd dl 3rd l 4% l 2nd 
Strong Moderate Mild Idle Lost Falling 


Cadences (Phrase Endings) 


mm Example 

t t 

= C Dm G Am F G C 
Plagal S NVS VS > X> X >Z 
Deceptive 124 148 12" }3'% 12 Authentic 


Cadence 


Half 
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C Major / A Minor Scales 





II V VII IX XII 

E D E 

B A B C 

G F G 

D с D 

A G A 

E D E F 
II V VII IX XII 

Open Position First Position Third Position Fifth Position 
Pattern #5 Pattern #6 Pattern #7 Pattern #1 


E A D G B E 





VI B E A D B 
Seventh Position Eighth Position Tenth Position 
Pattern #2 Pattern #3 Pattern #4 
VII С F i] G C D G C F A D 
IX D С C F А D XII 





XI E А D G B E 


+++++++ 
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Major and Minor Scales 


with Sharps 


XII 


IX 
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E minor 
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C# major 
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F major 
D minor 


Bb major 
G minor 


Eb major 
C minor 


Ab major 
F minor 


Db major 
Bb minor 


Gb major 
Eb minor 


Cb major 
Ab minor 


Major and Minor Scales 
with Flats 
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Seven Pentatonic Scales 


XII 


IX 


VII 


Pentatonic 


Amaj / F#min 


Pentatonic 


Dmin / Fmaj 


Pentatonic 


Dmaj / Bmin 


Pentatonic 


Emin / Gmaj 


Pentatonic 


Emaj / C#min 
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Notes on the Treble-Clef Staff & Guitar Neck 


Natural Notes 
| erfe 
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Notes on the Lines 
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еуегу good boy deserves fudge 
Open Strings 
=: ° 
E A d g b e' 
Ill V VII IX XII 
d” e” ғ 
а b' c” 
f g' a' 
c' d' e' 
a 
e f 
Ш V VII IX XII 


I use the Helmholtz notation of pitches, where what's called “one-lined c”, written as c', denotes the pitch of middle c. (Middle c is 


the written note that's in the middle of the grand staff: its on a ledger line between the treble-clef and bass-clef staves.) “Two-lined 


c”, written as c", denotes the pitch of c that's one octave above middle c. “Small c”, written as c, denotes the pitch of c that's one 


octave below middle c. “Great c”, written as C, denotes the pitch of c that's two octaves below middle c. Guitar music is written on 
the staff that has a treble clef, which is the highest-pitched clef, but the guitar sounds its tones one octave below the tones usual for 
the notes of the treble clef, so c', in the places you see above, sounds as a middle c, but on the staff its written one octave above 


middle c. 
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